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the  Dbarma  will   see  the fpur   noble truths and walk in the-
eightfold path of holiness" (Carus, 53; Mahavarga, I, 20-21),

Again, he told Rahula, his own son, who asked for 'paternal
inheritance* :

**Gold and silver and jewels are not in my possession. But if
thou art willing to receive spiritual treasures, and art strong,
enough to carry them and to keep them, I shall give thee the
four truths which will teach thee the eightfold path of righ-
teousness" (Mahavarga).

He who does not see the four noble truths, has still a long
path to traverse by repeated births through the desert of ignor-
ance with its mirages of illusion (Carus, 96; SN). Only when the
evils of lust and ignorance are annihilated, puna geham no
kahasi, the house shall not be built again and there shall be no
rebirth (Dhammapada, 154).

Ethical Conduct, the Basis of Spiritual Life

Throughout his long career as the spiritual teacher, ther
Buddha emphasized on the ethical conduct being the first step-
for the spiritual ascent of mankind. Evil, according to him,
must be conquered by its opposite:

"Hatred does not cease by hatred at any time; hatred ceases-
by non-hatred, this is an old rule,

*cLet a man overcome anger by love, let him overcome^ evil
by good, the greedy by liberality and the liar by truth" (Cams,
110; Dhammapada).

To the spiritual aspirants, his message for celibacy and
attitude towards women reflects the highest Indian tradition :

"Better far with red-hot irons bore out both your eyes.,.
than, encourage in yourself sensual thoughts, or look upon a.